the first month of war, october i, 1939
First, Poland has been again overrun by two of the great Powers
which held her in bondage for 150 years, but were unable to quench
the spirit of the Polish nation. The heroic defence of Warsaw-
shows that the soul of Poland is indestructible, and that she will
rise again like a rock, which may for a spell be submerged by a tidal
wave, but which remains a rock.
What is the second event of this first month ? It is, of course,
the assertion of the power of Russia. Russia has pursued a cold
policy of self-interest. We could have wished that the Russian
armies should be standing on their present line as the friends and
allies of Poland instead of as invaders. But that the Russian
armies should stand on this line, was clearly necessary for the
safety of Russia against the Nazi menace. At any rate, the line
is there, and an Eastern Front has been created which Nazi
Germany does not dare assail. When Herr von Ribbentrop was
summoned to Moscow last week, it was to learn the fact, and to
accept the fact, that the Nazi designs upon the Baltic States
and upon the Ukraine must come to a dead stop.
I cannot forecast to you the action of Russia. It is a riddle
wrapped in a mystery inside an enigma : but perhaps there is a key.
That key is Russian national interest. It cannot be in accordance
with the interest or the safety of Russia that Germany should plant
itself upon the shores of the Black Sea, or that it should overrun
the Balkan States and subjugate the Slavonic peoples of South-
Eastern Europe. That would be contrary to the historic life-
interests of Russia.
But in this quarter of the world—the South-East of Europe—
these interests of Russia fall into the same channel as the interests
of Britain and France. None of these three Powers can afford to
see Rumania, Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, and above all Turkey, put
under the German heel. Through the fog of confusion and un-
certainty we may discern quite plainly the community of interests
which exists between England, France and Russia—a community
of interests to prevent the Nazis carrying the flames of war into the
Balkans and Turkey. Thus, my friends, at some risk of being
proved wrong by events, I will proclaim to-night my conviction
that the second great fact of the first month of the war is that
Hitler, and all that Hitler stands for, have been and are being warned
off the East and the South-East of Europe,
What is the third event ? Here I speak as First Lord of the1
Admiralty, with especial caution. It would seem that the U-bogrt
attack upon the life of the British Isles has not so far proved
successful. It is true that when they sprang out upon us and we
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